CHAPTER   VII
INTERLUDE  IN BLACK
THE whales which spend the southern summer browsing
upon the swarms of " krill" in cold Antarctic waters go
north in the winter to breed in warm tropical seas and the
whalers hunt them during the mating time from April to
September off the coast of Africa. It was part of the
programme of the Expedition that scientists should carry on
in winter at African whaling stations work similar to that
which had been done regularly every summer at South
Georgia and which I have already described. One winter
season's work had already been done at Saldanha Bay in
Gape Colony, about fifty miles north-west of Gape Town, and
it was decided that I and another should continue this work
at Durban in the winter of 1930. I was a little apprehensive
about this since I had heard from Wheeler enough about the
difficulties he had experienced at Saldanha Bay to make me
feel doubtful about our success at Durban. Further,
accounts of the Durban whaling stations which I had
received from whalers at South Georgia were not at all
encouraging. I was to be in charge of this " detached
party," as my companion and I were officially called, and,
when Wheeler went home in the Harpon to my great regret
at the end of the summer of 1929-30, we crossed to Gape
Town in the Royal Research Ship Discovery II which, on her
way up from her maiden trip south, called in April 1930 at
South Georgia to pick us up. From Cape Town we
travelled luxuriously up the coast to Durban by mail steamer,
For the first time, the first of many, I saw that lovely high
flat mountain with the white city sprawling at its feet and the
clear South African sky. The heart of the traveller leaps at
the sight of Table Mountain no matter how familiar he may
be with it.
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